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Taskforce Updates 

City of Phoenix Human Trafficking Task Force  

Cindy Stotler  
Housing Director 
City of Phoenix   

Tamyra Spendley  
Program Coordinator 
City of Phoenix   



 
Taskforce Updates 
Southern Arizona Anti-Trafficking  United Response Network 

Margarita Hallisey 
Coordinator of Special Projects  
CODAC Health, Recovery & Wellness, Inc. 

Kris Sullivan 
Sex Trafficking Specialist 
Cochise County Juvenile Court 

Sheila Kembel 
JDAI Coordinator 
Pima County Juvenile Court 



 
Taskforce Updates 

Pinal County Rescue & Restore Coalition 

Stephanie Stewart 
Forensic Interviewer  
Pinal County Attorney’s Office 

Melissa Taylor 
Victim Advocate 
Pinal County Attorney's Office 



 
Taskforce Updates 

Flagstaff Initiative Against Trafficking 

Kate Wyatt 
Human Trafficking Project Coordinator 
Northland Family Help Center 



 
Taskforce Updates 

Yavapai County Trafficking Task Force  

Lt. Tom Boelts  
Yavapai County Sherriff’s Office 
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ARIZONA HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
COUNCIL PRESENTATION 

Captain Jennifer Pinnow 

Arizona Department of Public Safety 

Arizona Interdiction for the Protection of Children Coordinator 

602-618-3095/jpinnow@azdps.gov 



INTERDICTION FOR THE PROTECTION 
OF CHILDREN (IPC) TRAINING 

• Two day class  

• Understanding victims and offenders 

• Working with Children 

• Indicators 

• Resources 

• In 2017, five IPC classes –  

• Phoenix, Oro Valley and Flagstaff 

• 142 attendees  

• Over 900 attendees since 2014 

• Law enforcement 

• Probation 

• Prosecutors 

• DCS 

• Child Advocates 



DPS RESCUES 

• 2017 

• 51 Children Rescued 

• 7 Child Sex Trafficking Victims 

• 26 Endangered Runaways 

• 7 Abducted Children 

 

A rescued child is any child a trooper takes physical custody of or directly intervenes and influences the 

possession of, who has been identified as at risk of victimization, a known child victim, or missing.  

• A child is any person under the age of 18.  

• Victimization includes sexual assault, abduction, exploitation, trafficking, abuse or neglect.  

• At risk of victimization – When a trooper intervened before any victimization occurred and can 

articulate the risk of harm or victimization was present.  



DPS RESCUES – SEX TRAFFICKING 

• Traffickers 

• 78% Male 

• 67% Black, 22% White, 11% Unknown 

• Average age = 25.4 

• 28% had documented gang affiliation 

• 43% trafficked victims in multiple states 

• California was the most common 
state, followed by Nevada 

 

• Victims 

• Average age = 15.4 

• 96% Female  

• 93% were runaways 

• 84% were trafficked online or through social 

media 

• 63% were not local to the area where they 

were found; 53% were from another state 



ARIZONA HUMAN TRAFFICKING INTEL 
NETWORK 

• Purpose:  To provide a network of law enforcement professionals who investigate human 
trafficking to enhance investigations, share information and learn from one another. 

• Developed at the end of 2016 

• 155 participants from 65 law enforcement agencies 

• Arizona agencies – local, state, tribal and federal 

• Remote Access - Indiana State Police,  Washington State Patrol, Utah DPS, Iowa DPS, 
Louisiana State Police, Illinois State Police and Wisconsin DOJ 

• Quarterly meetings 

• Resources – Streetlight, CEASE, Spotlight, Missing Persons Database,  ASU’s STIR 

• Case Study/Investigative Technique 

• Round Table Discussion/Sharing 

• Success Story 

 



ARIZONA’S MISSING & EXPLOITED 
CHILDREN CLEARINGHOUSE 

• Receives NCIC Runaway Reports and NCMEC 

Missing Child Reports 

• From July 1 – August 31, 1,466 new missing 

juvenile reports were received. 

• Out of those, 335 children remained missing 

• Searchable 

• Public 

• Law enforcement 

 

 



HIGH RISK RUNAWAYS 

• 34 children had run away from foster care more than 2 times in 24 months 
 

• Highest was 27 times within a 24 month period. 
 

• 33 children who were 14 years old or younger 
 

• Youngest was an 11 year old, who had run away six times within a 24 

month period. 

• 4 children had a history of being trafficked, exploited or sexually abused 
 

• One child had run away eight times, had a history of being a victim of 

multiple sexual assaults and had a child 
 

• 7 children had run away from home more than 4 times in 24 months 
 

• Highest was 7 times within a 24 month period 

178 reported runaways in one week in September 
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